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Glossary 

Specific terms and acronyms used throughout this strategy are listed and described in the Table 1 below. 

 
Table 1: Terminology 

 

ACRONYM DEFINITION 

ARTC Australian Rail Track Corporation 

BMP Biodiversity Management Plan 

CEMP Construction Environmental Management Plan 

CIZ Construction Impact Zone 

CSSI Critical State Significant Infrastructure 

CSSI 7474 Critical State Significant Infrastructure Planning Approval for N2NS P1 

DCCEEW Federal Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (formerly DAWE) 

DPE NSW Department of Planning and Environment 

EEC Endangered Ecological Communities 

EIS Environmental Impact Statement 

EP&A Act NSW Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 

EPBC 2016/7729 EPBC Act Planning Approval for N2NS P1 

EPBC Act Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

FEMP Flood Emergency Management Plan 

HMP Heritage Management Plan 

IFC Issue for construction 

LX Level Crossing 

MNES Matters of National Environmental Significance 

N2NS P1 Narrabri to North Star, Phase 1 project 

NVMP Noise and Vibration Management Plan 

PCT Plant Community Type 

SPIR Submissions and Preferred Infrastructure Report 

SSI State Significant Infrastructure 

SWMP Soil and Water Management Plan 

TEC Threatened Ecological Community 

TTAMP Traffic, Transport and Access Management Plan 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 Background 

Australian Rail Track Corporation (ARTC) submitted a Critical State Significant Infrastructure (CSSI) 

application for approval to construct and operate the Narrabri to North Star Phase 1 (N2NS P1) section of 

the Inland Rail program under Part 5, Division 5.2 of the NSW Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 

1979 (EP&A Act). The then NSW Minister for Planning and Public Spaces granted CSSI approval for 

N2NS P1 on 13 August 2020 (CSSI 7474). A copy of the CSSI 7474 Approval is presented in Appendix D. 

N2NS P1 is subject to approval under the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity 

Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). The N2NS project was declared by the then Commonwealth Minister 

for Sustainability, Environment, Water, Populations and Communities to be a controlled action under the 

EPBC Act on 20 September 2016. Following a request to separate N2NS into two phases on 1 June 2020 

(which request was approved on 25 June 2020), N2NS P1 was approved by the Commonwealth Minister on 

1 October 2020 (EPBC 2016/7729). ARTC commenced construction of N2NS P1 on 10 April 2021. 

 

1.2 Scope 

This report details the commitments outlined within EPBC 2016/7729 and assessment of compliance against 

conditions 1 - 12 for the reporting period 10 April 2023 to 9 April 2024 as per Condition 6 of EPBC 

2016/7729, which states: 

The approval holder must prepare a compliance report for each 12-month period following the date of 
commencement of the action, or otherwise in accordance with an annual date that has been agreed to in 
writing by the Minister. The approval holder must: 

a. publish each compliance report on the website within 60 business days following the relevant 12- 
month period; 

b. notify the Department by email that a compliance report has been published on the website and 
provide the weblink for the compliance report within five business days of the date of publication; 

c. keep all compliance reports publicly available on the website until this approval expires; 

d. exclude or redact sensitive ecological data from compliance reports published on the 
website; and 

e. where any sensitive ecological data has been excluded from the version published, submit the full 
compliance report to the Department within 5 business days of publication 

 

1.3 Approved action 

Construction of N2NS P1 commenced on 10 April 2021. Construction is now complete with the exception of 

the replacement of the Newell Highway Over Bridge (north of Bellatta), the Moree Precinct (Stage 2C), and 

the at-property noise treatments. In October 2022, the Australian Government announced an independent 

review of Inland Rail. The review led by Dr Kerry Schott was completed and published on 6 April 2023. As a 

result of the Australian Government review, works south of Parkes have been prioritised for completion by 

2027. ARTC will be upgrading the two remaining sections in the coming years, in advance of double stacked 

trains operating on the Inland Rail alignment. The at-property noise treatment scoping works and 

agreements with individual property owners are now complete. ARTC has commenced procurement 

activities for the delivery of the agreed at residence building treatments, which subject to continued owner 

agreement and support in providing timely access, is now expected to be completed by a suitably qualified 

and experienced builder in the 2024 / 2025 financial year. 

The key features of N2NS P1 include: 

 Upgrading the track, track formation, underbridges, and culverts within the existing rail corridor, in two 

sections 

 between Narrabri and Moree; and 

 between Camurra and North Star 
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 Five new crossing loops within the existing rail corridor, at Bobbiwaa, Waterloo Creek, Tycannah Creek, 

Coolleearllee, and Murgo; 

 A replacement rail bridge at Croppa Creek; 

The overall project footprint is presented in Figure 1 below. 
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Figure 1 Narrabri to North Star section of Inland Rail project footprint 
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1.4 Project details 

Project details for N2NS P1 are presented in Table 2 below. 

 
Table 2: Project Details 

 

EPBC NUMBER EPBC 2017/7861 

PROJECT NAME Narrabri to North Star Section of Inland Rail, phase 1 

APPROVAL HOLDER AND ACN OR ABN Australian Rail Track Corporation Limited 
ACN 081 455 754 

LOCATION OF THE PROJECT Narrabri to North Star 

REPORTING PERIOD 10 April 2023 to 9 April 2024 

 

1.5 Key project activities 

During the third year of construction, the following key activities have taken place within Stages 1, 2 & 3 of 

N2NS P1: 

Demobilisation & Completion 

 Defect rectification in Stages 1, 2 and 3. 

 Completion of bulk earthworks, bridge construction, culvert installation, capping placement and mainline 

rail completed within all of Stage 3. 

 Signalling, signal huts energised, commissioned and operational through Stage 3. 

 Guard rail installation, spray seal and commissioning of level crossings through Stage 3. 

 Completion of landscaping works and weed treatment through Stage 3. 

 Completions work including removal and rehabilitation of ancillary areas, removal of temporary erosion 

and sediment controls, removal of temporary construction furniture (signage, survey pegs etc.), removal 

or re-purposing of excess spoil, waste removal. 

 

2 Compliance assessment 

2.1 Assessment of compliance 

The terminology used to record findings in this compliance report (Table 3) is consistent with that used by 

the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) Annual Compliance 

Report Guidelines (2014). 

 

 
Table 2 Compliance status terminology 

 

STATUS DESCRIPTION 

COMPLIANT ‘Compliance’ is achieved when all the requirements of a condition have been met, including the 
implementation of management plans or other measures required by those conditions. 

NON-COMPLIANT A designation of ‘non-compliance’ should be given where the requirements of a condition or 
elements of a condition, including the implementation of management plans and other 
measures, have not been met. 

NOT APPLICABLE A designation of ‘not applicable’ should be given where the requirements of a condition or 
elements of a condition fall outside of the scope of the current reporting period. For example, a 
condition which apply to an activity that has not yet commenced. 
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EPBC 
CONDITION 
NUMBER 

EPBC CONDITION SSI RELEVANT SSI 7474 CONDITION COMPLIANCE 
STATUS 

EXPLANATION 

1 a Implement conditions C4 
and C9 of Part C, Schedule 2 
of the State Infrastructure 
approval, where they relate 
to monitoring, managing, 
avoiding, mitigating, 
offsetting, recording, or 
reporting on, impacts to 
protected matters, with the 
exception of C9(a). 

C4 The following CEMP Sub-plans must be 
prepared in consultation with the relevant 
government agencies and relevant councils 
identified for each CEMP Sub-plan and be 
consistent with the CEMP referred to in the EIS. 
Note, refer to of the CSSI7474 approval for 
Table of required sub-plans and relevant 
government authorities to be consulted. Sub- 
plans include, Traffic, Transport and Access, 
Noise and Vibration, Biodiversity, Soil and 
Water, Heritage and Flood Emergency 
Management. 

Compliant The construction environmental 
management plan (CEMP) and sub-plans 
have been prepared and continue to be 
implemented where required. 
Implementation of the sub-plans where 
required is monitored with routine audits by 
the Environmental Representative, six- 
monthly document revisions, independent 
environmental audits, and ARTC internal 
audits. 

 
Records of the required consultation are 
available as appendices in the sub-plans: 

 
a) Traffic, Transport and Access 

Management Plan (TTAMP), refer to 
Appendix F of plan 

b) Noise and Vibration Management 
Plan (NVMP), refer to Appendix F of 
plan 

c) Biodiversity Management Plan (BMP), 
refer to Appendix B of plan 

d) Soil and Water Management Plan 
(SWMP), refer to Appendix A of plan 

e) Heritage Management Plan (HMP), 
refer to Appendix A of plan 

f) Flood Emergency Management Plan 
(FEMP), refer to Appendix A of plan 
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EPBC 
CONDITION 
NUMBER 

EPBC CONDITION SSI RELEVANT SSI 7474 CONDITION COMPLIANCE 
STATUS 

EXPLANATION 

      Management plans can be provided upon 
request, or alternatively accessed via the 
Project website at: 

 
https://inlandrail.artc.com.au/where-we- 
go/projects/narrabri-to-north-star/planning- 
approval-documents/ 

1 a Implement conditions C4 
and C9 of Part C, Schedule 2 
of the State Infrastructure 
approval, where they relate 
to monitoring, managing, 
avoiding, mitigating, 
offsetting, recording, or 
reporting on, impacts to 
protected matters, with the 
exception of C9(a). 

C9 The Biodiversity Management Sub-plan must 
include: 

 
(b) procedures for pre-clearing surveys for 
threatened species to be undertaken by a 
suitably qualified and experienced ecologist, 
including survey and relocation methodologies 
and management/offset measures; 
(c) measures to control cane toads, as relevant 
to the construction phase areas and scope in 
accordance with the Threat abatement plan for 
the biological effects, including lethal toxic 
ingestion, caused by cane toads (relevant to 
works adjacent to retained Brigalow (Acacia 
harpophylla dominant and co-dominant) TEC 
and Weeping Myall Woodlands TEC); and 
(d) measures to protect EPBC Act listed 
threatened species, in particular the koala, and 
threatened ecological communities. 

Compliant BMP: See Appendix A and Section 5 of plan 

 
Management plans can be provided upon 
request, or alternatively accessed via the 
Project website at: 

 
https://inlandrail.artc.com.au/where-we- 
go/projects/narrabri-to-north-star/planning- 
approval-documents/ 

https://inlandrail.artc.com.au/where-we-go/projects/narrabri-to-north-star/planning-approval-documents/
https://inlandrail.artc.com.au/where-we-go/projects/narrabri-to-north-star/planning-approval-documents/
https://inlandrail.artc.com.au/where-we-go/projects/narrabri-to-north-star/planning-approval-documents/
https://inlandrail.artc.com.au/where-we-go/projects/narrabri-to-north-star/planning-approval-documents/
https://inlandrail.artc.com.au/where-we-go/projects/narrabri-to-north-star/planning-approval-documents/
https://inlandrail.artc.com.au/where-we-go/projects/narrabri-to-north-star/planning-approval-documents/
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EPBC 
CONDITION 
NUMBER 

EPBC CONDITION SSI RELEVANT SSI 7474 CONDITION COMPLIANCE 
STATUS 

EXPLANATION 

1 b Ensure that the Weed 
Management Plan included 
in the Biodiversity 
Management Subplan 
required under condition C9 
of Part C, Schedule 2 of the 
State Infrastructure 
approval, includes 
appropriate weed control 
measures to prevent the 
introduction and/or spread 
of weeds from construction 
areas to any retained area of 
Belson's Panic (Homopholis 
belsonii), Natural Grassland 
on Basalt and Fine-textured 
Alluvial Plains of Northern 
New South Wales and 
Southern Queensland, 
Brigalow (Acacia harpophylla 
dominant and codominant) 
and Weeping Myall 
Woodlands ecological 
communities. 

C9 The Biodiversity Management Sub-plan must 
include: 

 
(a) a weed management plan, including 
appropriate weed control to manage 
introduction and/or spread of weeds from 
construction areas to any retained Weeping 
Myall Woodlands TEC, and appropriate 
protocols to demonstrate compliance with the 
requirements of the Biosecurity Act 2015 and 
Biosecurity Regulation 2017; 

Compliant BMP: See Appendix A, Section 6 and Table 9 
of plan 

 
Management plans can be provided upon 
request, or alternatively accessed via the 
Project website at: 

 
https://inlandrail.artc.com.au/where-we- 
go/projects/narrabri-to-north-star/planning- 
approval-documents/ 

https://inlandrail.artc.com.au/where-we-go/projects/narrabri-to-north-star/planning-approval-documents/
https://inlandrail.artc.com.au/where-we-go/projects/narrabri-to-north-star/planning-approval-documents/
https://inlandrail.artc.com.au/where-we-go/projects/narrabri-to-north-star/planning-approval-documents/


EPBC ANNUAL COMPLIANCE REPORT 2024 – EPBC 2016/7729, NARRABRI TO NORTH STAR PHASE 1 

OFFICIAL 
AUSTRALIAN RAIL TRACK CORPORATION | 6-0000-260-EAP-P1-RP-0004 11 of 78 

 

 

 

EPBC 
CONDITION 
NUMBER 

EPBC CONDITION SSI RELEVANT SSI 7474 CONDITION COMPLIANCE 
STATUS 

EXPLANATION 

1 c Implement biodiversity 
conditions E17-E21 and E23- 
E26 of Part E, Schedule 2 of 
the State Infrastructure 
approval, where they relate 
to monitoring, managing, 
minimising, reducing, 
avoiding, mitigating, 
offsetting, recording, or 
reporting on, impacts to 
protected matters. 

E17 The Proponent must minimise impacts to plant 
community types and not exceed the total 
areas impacted as identified in Table E1. 

 
Note, refer to of the CSSI 7474 approval for 
Table E1 Native Vegetation Impacted. See 

Appendix D. 

Compliant ARTC have developed a Construction Impact 
Zone (CIZ) (as defined by Issue for 
Construction (IFC) drawings), which is within 
the approved Submissions Preferred 
Infrastructure Report (SPIR) footprint under 
the EIS/SPIR. The IFC CIZ substantially 
minimised impacts to Plant Community 
Types (PCTs) as listed in Table E1. 

 
ARTC further revised the CIZ in June 2022, 
with the intent of reducing the areas of 
impacted PCTs as reflected in Table E1. This 
was completed and approved by DPE on 22 
June 2022. DCCEEW were consulted and 
provided feedback during this process. 

 
The reduction resulted in the following 
environmental outcomes: 

• A very significant reduction in the 
overall construction footprint from the 
originally assessed 2,426Ha down to 
1,234.5Ha i.e., an overall reduction of 
the construction footprint of 49%; 

• A very significant reduction in the area 
of impacted koala habitat from the 
originally assessed 175.25Ha down to 
74.28Ha i.e., an overall reduction of 
impacted koala habitat of 57%, and 
more than twice the MCoA E23 
requirement for a minimum 25% 
reduction; 

• Reduced impacts on all identified PCTs 
and the associated Endangered 
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EPBC 
CONDITION 
NUMBER 

EPBC CONDITION SSI RELEVANT SSI 7474 CONDITION COMPLIANCE 
STATUS 

EXPLANATION 

      Ecological Communities (EEC’s), species 
of concern and Matters of National 
Environmental Significance (MNES); and 

• The elimination of impacts to one PCT 
(PCT 71) all together. 

1 c Implement biodiversity 
conditions E17-E21 and E23- 
E26 of Part E, Schedule 2 of 
the State Infrastructure 
approval, where they relate 
to monitoring, managing, 
minimising, reducing, 
avoiding, mitigating, 
offsetting, recording, or 
reporting on, impacts to 
protected matters. 

E18 The Proponent must meet the biodiversity 
offset obligations for ecosystem and species 
credits as set out in Tables E2 and E3, within 
two (2) years of the CSSI approval. The 
retirement of the biodiversity credits must be 
carried out in accordance with the NSW 
Biodiversity Offsets Policy for Major Projects 
and can be achieved by a combination of: 
(a) acquiring and retiring “biodiversity credits” 
within the meaning of the Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 2016; and/or 
(b) making a payment into the Biodiversity 
Conservation Fund; and/or 
(c) outlining in a Biodiversity Offset Strategy 
the provision of supplementary measures. The 
Strategy must be prepared in consultation with 
EES and DAWE. 

Not applicable The CSSI approval is dated 13 August 2020. 
As such the biodiversity offset obligations 
for ecosystem and species credits as 
outlined in this condition must have 
originally been met by 13 August 2022. 

 
However, prior to this date, ARTC obtained a 
two-year extension of time from NSW DPE 
for the retirement of biodiversity credits in 
accordance with the NSW Biodiversity 
Offsets Policy for Major Projects. 

 
The approved extension of time is now 13 
August 2024, and this work whilst still in 
progress, is progressing well. 
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EPBC 
CONDITION 
NUMBER 

EPBC CONDITION SSI RELEVANT SSI 7474 CONDITION COMPLIANCE 
STATUS 

EXPLANATION 

    Note, refer to the CSSI7474 approval for Table E2: 
Ecosystem Credits to be Retired and Table E3: 
Species Credits to be Retired. See Appendix D. 

  

1 c Implement biodiversity 
conditions E17-E21 and E23- 
E26 of Part E, Schedule 2 of 
the State Infrastructure 
approval, where they relate 
to monitoring, managing, 
minimising, reducing, 
avoiding, mitigating, 
offsetting, recording, or 
reporting on, impacts to 
protected matters. 

E19 The Proponent may review and update the 
ecosystem and species credit requirements in 
Tables E2 and E3, except as required by 
Condition E25, to reflect the final construction 
footprint and resulting extent and type of plant 
community types to be cleared. Amendments 
to the ecosystem and species credit 
requirements must be undertaken in 
consultation with EES and DAWE and 
submitted to the Planning Secretary for 
approval within six (6) months after the 
commencement of construction or as agreed in 
writing by the Planning Secretary. 

Compliant ARTC have developed a CIZ (as defined by IFC 
drawings), which is within the approved SPIR 
footprint under the EIS/SPIR. The IFC CIZ 
substantially minimised impacts to PCTs as listed 
in Table E1. 

 
ARTC further revised the CIZ in June 2022, with 
the intent of reducing the areas of impacted PCTs 
as reflected in Table E1. This was completed and 
approved by DPE on 22 June 2022. DCCEEW 
were consulted and provided feedback during 
this process 

1 c Implement biodiversity 
conditions E17-E21 and E23- 
E26 of Part E, Schedule 2 of 
the State Infrastructure 
approval, where they relate 
to monitoring, managing, 
minimising, reducing, 
avoiding, mitigating, 
offsetting, recording, or 
reporting on, impacts to 
protected matters. 

E20 The review and update of credit requirements 
must be undertaken by: 
(a) using the vegetation mapping, and the 
extent of impact in the revised development 
footprint (Table 3.4) in the July 2020 
Addendum to the Inland Rail – Narrabri to 
North Star Biodiversity Assessment Report; 
and/or 
(b) completing verification surveys to confirm 
the extent, type and condition of native 
vegetation to be impacted. Where verification 
surveys are required, they must be undertaken 
in consultation with EES. Any additional surveys 
must be undertaken at the time of year when 
groundcover is most likely to be predominantly 

Compliant ARTC have developed a CIZ (as defined by IFC 
drawings), which is within the approved SPIR 
footprint under the EIS/SPIR. The IFC CIZ 
substantially minimised impacts to PCTs as listed 
in Table E1. 

 
ARTC further revised the CIZ in June 2022, with 
the intent of reducing the areas of impacted PCTs 
as reflected in Table E1. This was completed and 
approved by DPE on 22 June 2022. DCCEEW 
were consulted and provided feedback during 
this process. 
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EPBC 
CONDITION 
NUMBER 

EPBC CONDITION SSI RELEVANT SSI 7474 CONDITION COMPLIANCE 
STATUS 

EXPLANATION 

    native. If evaluation is not possible at a time 
when groundcover is most likely to be native, 
the assumed presence of any relevant species 
and ecosystems may be applied to 
conservatively evaluate impacts and associated 
credit requirements. 

  

1 c Implement biodiversity 
conditions E17-E21 and E23- 
E26 of Part E, Schedule 2 of 
the State Infrastructure 
approval, where they relate 
to monitoring, managing, 
minimising, reducing, 
avoiding, mitigating, 
offsetting, recording, or 
reporting on, impacts to 
protected matters. 

E21 The Proponent must submit to the Planning 
Secretary for information a copy of the Credit 
Retirement Report for the retirement of the 
ecosystem and species credits required by 
Condition E18 within one month of receiving 
the report. 

Not applicable The CSSI approval is dated 13 August 2020. 
As such the biodiversity offset obligations for 
ecosystem and species credits as outlined in this 
condition must have originally been met by 13 
August 2022. 

 
However, ARTC has since obtained a two-year 
extension of time from NSW DPE for the 
retirement of biodiversity credits in accordance 
with the NSW Biodiversity Offsets Policy for 
Major Projects. 

 
The approved extension of time is now 13 August 
2024, and this work whilst still in progress, is 
progressing well. 

1 c Implement biodiversity 
conditions E17-E21 and E23- 
E26 of Part E, Schedule 2 of 
the State Infrastructure 
approval, where they relate 
to monitoring, managing, 
minimising, reducing, 
avoiding, mitigating, 
offsetting, recording, or 

E23 The Proponent must reduce the area of koala 
habitat, identified in Table E4, that is impacted by 
the CSSI by at least 25%, or as otherwise agreed by 
the Planning Secretary. 

 
Note, refer to of the CSSI7474 approval for Table E4: 
Vegetation zones/plant community types identified 
as koala habitat. See Appendix D. 

Compliant ARTC have developed a CIZ (as defined by IFC 
drawings), which is within the approved SPIR 
footprint under the EIS/SPIR. 

 

ARTC further revised the CIZ mid-2022, with the 
intent of reducing the areas of impacted koala 
habitat as reflected in Table E4. The updated CIZ 
reduced the impacted koala habitat by 57%. This 
update was completed and approved by DPE on 
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EPBC 
CONDITION 
NUMBER 

EPBC CONDITION SSI RELEVANT SSI 7474 CONDITION COMPLIANCE 
STATUS 

EXPLANATION 

  reporting on, impacts to 
protected matters. 

   22 June 2022. DCCEEW were consulted and 
provided feedback during this process. 

1 c Implement biodiversity 
conditions E17-E21 and E23- 
E26 of Part E, Schedule 2 of 
the State Infrastructure 
approval, where they relate 
to monitoring, managing, 
minimising, reducing, 
avoiding, mitigating, 
offsetting, recording, or 
reporting on, impacts to 
protected matters. 

E24 The Proponent must submit a report on the 
final construction footprint demonstrating how 
impacts to the plant community types 
identified in Table E4 have been reduced. This 
must be provided to the Planning Secretary, 
EES and DAWE for information, within six (6) 
months after the commencement of 
construction or as agreed by the Planning 
Secretary. 

Compliant ARTC revised the CIZ in June 2022, with the intent 
of reducing the areas of impacted PCTs as 
reflected in Table E4. This update was completed 
and approved by DPE on 22 June 2022. DCCEEW 
were consulted during this process. 

1 c Implement biodiversity 
conditions E17-E21 and E23- 
E26 of Part E, Schedule 2 of 
the State Infrastructure 
approval, where they relate 
to monitoring, managing, 
minimising, reducing, 
avoiding, mitigating, 
offsetting, recording, or 
reporting on, impacts to 
protected matters. 

E25 The Proponent must provide a minimum of 
4556 species credits to offset impacts to the 
koala. 

Compliant ARTC is in the process of achieving retirement of 
biodiversity credits in accordance with the NSW 
Biodiversity Offsets Policy for Major Projects, 
including species credits to offset impacts to the 
koala. This work is in progress. 

1 c Implement biodiversity 
conditions E17-E21 and E23- 
E26 of Part E, Schedule 2 of 
the State Infrastructure 
approval, where they relate 
to monitoring, managing, 
minimising, reducing, 

E26 The offset credits required by Condition E25 
must be sourced where practicable, from: 
(a) The same IBRA subregion as the impacted 
site, or 
(b) The adjoining IBRA subregions within the 
same IBRA region as identified in (a). 

Compliant ARTC is in the process of achieving retirement of 
biodiversity credits in accordance with the NSW 
Biodiversity Offsets Policy for Major Projects. This 
work is in progress. 
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EPBC 
CONDITION 
NUMBER 

EPBC CONDITION SSI RELEVANT SSI 7474 CONDITION COMPLIANCE 
STATUS 

EXPLANATION 

  avoiding, mitigating, 
offsetting, recording, or 
reporting on, impacts to 
protected matters. 

    

1 d For any aspect of the action, 
for the period for which the 
approval has effect, the 
approval holder must not 
exceed the maximum 
impacts to protected 
matters specified under the 
State Infrastructure 
approval. 

  Compliant Threatened species vegetation clearing quantities 
are presented in Appendix A and demonstrates 
that maximum impacts to protected matters 
specified under CSSI 7474 have not been 
exceeded. 

1 e Notify the Department in 
writing of any proposed 
change to the conditions of 
the State Infrastructure 
approval for which 
Conditions1a, 1b, 1e and 1d 
apply, within 10 business 
days of formally proposing a 
change or becoming aware 
of the NSW Government 
proposing a change. 

  Compliant As required, ARTC has notified the Department of 
two proposed changes to the State Infrastructure 
approval: 

 

• Notification of Proposed Change to SSI 7474 
Condition E19, 13 July 2022, ARTC Ref# 
6-0000-260-EEC-00-LT-0183 

• Notification of Proposed Change to SSI 7474 
Condition E18, A18, C5, C6, E10, E11, E38, 
E42, E67 and E72, 15 July 2022, ARTC Ref# 
6-0000-260-EEC-00-LT-0186 
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EPBC 
CONDITION 
NUMBER 

EPBC CONDITION SSI RELEVANT SSI 7474 CONDITION COMPLIANCE 
STATUS 

EXPLANATION 

 f Notify the Department in 
writing of any change to the 
State Infrastructure approval 
for which Conditions 1a, 1b, 
1e and 1d apply, within 10 
business days of a change to 
the State Infrastructure 
approval being finalised. 

  Compliant As required, ARTC has notified the Department of 
two approved changes to the State Infrastructure 
approval: 

 

• Notification of Change to SSI 7474 
Condition E19, 02 August 2022, ARTC 
Ref# 6-0000-260-EEC-00-LT-187 

• Notification of Change to SSI 7474 
Condition A18, C5, C6, E10, E11, E38, 
E42, E67 and E72, 18 October 2022, 
ARTC Ref# 6-0000-260-EEC-00-LT-0206 
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EPBC CONDITION 
NUMBER 

EPBC CONDITION COMPLIANCE 
STATUS 

EXPLANATION 

2 - Notification of date of commencement of the 
action: 
The approval holder must notify the 
Department in writing of the date of 
commencement of the action within 10 
business days after the date of 
commencement of the action. 

Compliant DAWE was notified on 15 April 2021 
of the commencement of N2NS P1, 
which was on 10 April 2021 (Refer 
Appendix B). 

3 - Notification of date of commencement of the 
action: 
If the commencement of the action does not 
occur within 5 years from the date of this 
approval, then the approval holder must not 
commence the action without the prior 
written agreement of the Minister. 

Not 
Applicable 

N2NS P1 commenced within five 
years from the date of the EPBC 
2016/7729 approval. 

4 - Compliance Records: 
The approval holder must maintain accurate 
and complete compliance records. 
Note: Compliance records may be subject to 
audit by the Department or an independent 
auditor in accordance with section 458 of the 
EPBC Act, and or used to verify compliance 
with the conditions. Summaries of the result 
of an audit may be published on the 
Department's website or through the general 
media. 

Compliant ARTC Inland Rail maintains accurate 
and complete compliance records in 
accordance with this condition. 

5 - Compliance Records: 
If the Department makes a request in writing, 
the approval holder must provide electronic 
copies of compliance records to the 
Department within the timeframe specified in 
the request. 
Note: Compliance records may be subject to 
audit by the Department or an independent 
auditor in accordance with section 458 of the 
EPBC Act, and or used to verify compliance 
with the conditions. Summaries of the result 
of an audit may be published on the 
Department's website or through the general 
media. 

Not 
Applicable 

To date, there has been no direction 
from the Department for electronic 
copies of compliance records. ARTC 
Inland Rail will comply with any 
request received by the Department. 

6  Annual Compliance Reporting: 
The approval holder must prepare a 
compliance report for each 12-month period 
following the date of commencement of the 
action, or otherwise in accordance with an 
annual date that has been agreed to in 
writing by the Minister. The approval holder 
must: 

Compliant This report is the Third annual 
compliance report and has been 
prepared to satisfy this condition. 
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EPBC CONDITION 
NUMBER 

EPBC CONDITION COMPLIANCE 
STATUS 

EXPLANATION 

6 a publish each compliance report on the 
website within 60 business days following the 
relevant 12-month period: 

Compliant The first report for N2NS P1 was 
published on the ARTC Inland Rail 
project website on 3 June 2022. 

 
The second report for N2NS P1 was 
published on the ARTC Inland Rail 
project website on 7 June 2023. 

6 b notify the Department by email that a 
compliance report has been published on the 
website and provide the weblink for the 
compliance report within five business days 
of the date of publication; 

Compliant Notification to the Department that 
the first compliance report had been 
published on the ARTC Inland Rail 
project website was submitted on 09 
June 2022 (ARTC Ref. # 6-0000-260- 
EEC-00-LT-0180). 
Notification to the Department that 
the second compliance report had 
been published on the ARTC Inland 
Rail project website was submitted 
on 09 June 2023 (ARTC Ref. # 6- 
0000-260-EEC-00-LT-0286). 

 
Following the completion and 
upload to the project website of this 
third report, ARTC will notify the 
Department by email within 5 
business days. 

6 c keep all compliance reports publicly available 
on the website until this approval expires; 

Compliant The first and second compliance 
reports are available on the ARTC 
Inland Rail N2NS project website. 

6 d exclude or redact sensitive ecological data 
from compliance reports published on the 
website; and 

Not 
Applicable 

No information has been redacted 
from this report. 

6 e where any sensitive ecological data has been 
excluded from the version published, submit 
the full compliance report to the Department 
within 5 business days of publication. 

Not 
Applicable 

No information has been redacted 
from this report. 
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EPBC CONDITION 
NUMBER 

EPBC CONDITION COMPLIANCE 
STATUS 

EXPLANATION 

7  Reporting Non-Compliance: 
The approval holder must notify the 
Department in writing of any: incident; non- 
compliance with the conditions of this 
approval; or non-compliance with the 
commitments made in any element of the 
Construction Environmental Management 
Plan (required under Part C, Schedule 2 of the 
State Infrastructure approval) referred to in 
condition 1. The notification must be given as 
soon as practicable, and no later than two 
business days after becoming aware of the 
incident or noncompliance. 

 
The notification must specify: 

Compliant No non-compliances for the reporting 

period. 

7 a Any condition which is or may be in breach; 

7 b A short description of the incident and/or 
non-compliance; and 

7 c The location (including co-ordinates), date, 
and time of the incident and/or non- 
compliance. In the event the exact 
information cannot be provided, provide the 
best information available. 

8  Reporting Non-Compliance: 
The approval holder must provide to the 
Department the details of any incident or 
non-compliance with the conditions of this 
approval or commitments made in any 
element of the Construction Environmental 
Management Plan (required under Part C, 
Schedule 2 of the State Infrastructure 
approval) referred to in condition 1 as soon as 
practicable and no later than 10 business days 
after becoming aware of the incident or non- 
compliance, specifying: 

Compliant No non-compliances for the reporting 

period. 

8 a Any corrective action or investigation which 
the approval holder has already taken or 
intends to take in the immediate future; 

8 b The potential impacts of the incident or non- 
compliance; and 

8 c The method and timing of any remedial 
action that will be undertaken by the 
approval holder 

9 - Independent Audit: 
The approval holder must ensure that 
independent audits of compliance with the 

Not 
Applicable 

To date, there has been no requests 
from the Department for an audit. 
Inland Rail will comply with any 
request received by the Department. 
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EPBC CONDITION 
NUMBER 

EPBC CONDITION COMPLIANCE 
STATUS 

EXPLANATION 

  conditions are conducted as requested in 
writing by the Minister. 

  

10  Independent Audit: 
For each independent audit, the approval 
holder must: 

Not 
Applicable 

 

10 a provide the name and qualifications of the 
independent auditor and the draft audit 
criteria to the Department; 

Not 
Applicable 

 

10 b Independent Audit: 
For each independent audit, the approval 
holder must: 
- only commence the independent audit once 
the audit criteria have been approved in 
writing by the Department; and 

Not 
Applicable 

 

10 c Independent Audit: 
For each independent audit, the approval 
holder must: 
- submit an audit report to the Department 
within the timeframe specified in the 
approved audit criteria. 

Not 
Applicable 

 

11 - Independent Audit: 
The approval holder must publish the audit 
report on the website within 10 business days 
of receiving the Department's approval of the 
audit report and keep the audit report 
published on the website until the end date 
of this approval. 

Not 
Applicable 

 

12 - Completion of Construction: 
Within 20 business days after the completion 
of construction, the approval holder must 
notify the Department in writing and provide 
completion data. 

Not 
Applicable 

While Construction is now complete 
with the exception of the 
replacement of the Newell Highway 
Over Bridge (north of Bellatta), the 
Moree Precinct (Stage 2C), and the 
at-property noise treatments ARTC 
Inland Rail will formally notify the 
Department of Completion of 
Construction once these remaining 
works are able to be undertaken, the 
timing of which will be subject to the 
Australian Government independent 
review of Inland Rail and further 
funding of works and priorities north 
of Parkes. The at-property noise 
treatment building works are 
currently in procurement and are 
expected to be completed by a 
suitably qualified and experienced 
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EPBC CONDITION 
NUMBER 

EPBC CONDITION COMPLIANCE 
STATUS 

EXPLANATION 

    
builder in the 2024 / 2025 financial 
year. 
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Appendix A Cumulative Vegetation Clearing Quantity 

Table A-1 Cumulative clearing quantities for native vegetation from commencement of construction to December 2023 
(inclusive) 

 

 
VEGETATION ZONE / PLANT COMMUNITY TYPE 

(PCT) ID / NAME 

 
TEC UNDER THE EPBC ACT - 

SPIR (HA) 

TOTAL 
APPROVED 

IMPACT AREA – 
SPIR CIZ (HA) 

TOTAL 
REVISED 

IMPACT AREA 
– CIZ (HA) 

CUMULATIVE 
PROJECT TOTAL 
IMPACTED TEC 

UNDER THE EPBC 
ACT - T4M CIZ (HA) 

ZONE - 1 - PCT-27 BVT-BR233, NA219-WEEPING 
MYALL OPEN WOODLAND OF THE DARLING RIVERINE 

PLAINS BIOREGION AND BRIGALOW BELT SOUTH 
BIOREGION 

 

Weeping Myall Woodlands 
- 9.16 

 
17.940 

 
9.40 

 
1.947 

ZONE - 2 - PCT-35 BVT-BR120, NA117-BRIGALOW - 
BELAH OPEN FOREST / WOODLAND ON ALLUVIAL 
OFTEN GILGAIED CLAY FROM PILLIGA SCRUB TO 

GOONDIWINDI, BRIGALOW BELT SOUTH BIOREGION 

Brigalow (Acacia 
harpophylla dominant and 

codominant) - 16.13 

 
17.310 

 
6.48 

 
2.159 

ZONE - 3 - PCT-39 BVT-BR130, NA129-COOLABAH - 
RIVER COOBAH - LIGNUM WOODLAND WETLAND OF 
FREQUENTLY FLOODED FLOODPLAINS MAINLY IN THE 

DARLING RIVERINE PLAINS BIOREGION 

Coolabah - Black Box 
Woodland of the Darling 
Riverine Plains and the 

Brigalow Belt South 
Bioregions - 1.74 

 

 
1.740 

 

 
0.91 

 

 
0.231 

ZONE - 4 - PCT-52 BVT-BR191, NA187-QUEENSLAND 
BLUEGRASS +/- MITCHELL GRASS GRASSLAND ON 

CRACKING CLAY FLOODPLAINS AND ALLUVIAL PLAINS 
MAINLY THE NORTHERN-EASTERN DARLING RIVERINE 

PLAINS BIOREGION 

Natural Grasslands on 
Basalt and Fine-textured 
Alluvial Plains of Northern 
NSW and Southern Qld - 

432.07 

 

 
432.070 

 

 
290.67 

 

 
164.979 

ZONE - 5 - PCT-56 BVT-BR186, NA182-POPLAR BOX - 
BELAH WOODLAND ON CLAY-LOAM SOILS ON 
ALLUVIAL PLAINS OF NORTH-CENTRAL NSW 

 
Not Listed 

 
143.950 

 
61.38 

 
7.584 

ZONE - 6 - PCT-56 BVT-BR186, NA182-POPLAR BOX - 
BELAH WOODLAND ON CLAY-LOAM SOILS ON 

ALLUVIAL PLAINS OF NORTH-CENTRAL NSW-DERIVED 
NATIVE GRASSLANDS 

 
Not Listed 

 
249.850 

 
125.64 

 
65.110 

ZONE - 7 - PCT-71 BVT-BR127, NA126-CARBEEN - 
WHITE CYPRESS PINE - RIVER RED GUM - 

BLOODWOOD TALL WOODLAND ON SANDY LOAM 
ALLUVIAL AND AEOLIAN SOILS IN THE NORTHERN 
BRIGALOW BELT SOUTH BIOREGION AND DARLING 

RIVERINE PLAINS BIOREGION 

 
 

 
Not Listed 

 
 

 
0.510 

 
 

 
0 

 
 

 
0.000 

ZONE - 8 - PCT-78 BVT-BR196, NA193-RIVER RED 
GUM RIPARIAN TALL WOODLAND / OPEN FOREST 
WETLAND IN THE NANDEWAR BIOREGION AND 

BRIGALOW BELT SOUTH BIOREGION 

 
Not Listed 

 
11.820 

 
5.32 

 
2.042 

ZONE - 9 - PCT-135 BVT-BR284, NA271-COOBAH - 
WESTERN ROSEWOOD LOW OPEN TALL SHRUBLAND 
OR WOODLAND MAINLY ON OUTWASH AREAS IN THE 

BRIGALOW BELT SOUTH BIOREGION 

 

 
Not Listed 

 

 
9.500 

 

 
4.80 

 

 
1.965 

ZONE - 10 - PCT-413 BVT-BR346, NA348 -SILVER- 
LEAVED IRONBARK - WHITE CYPRESS PINE - BOX DRY 
SHRUB GRASS WOODLAND OF THE PILLIGA SCRUB - 

WARIALDA REGION, BRIGALOW BELT SOUTH 
BIOREGION 

 

 
Not Listed 

 

 
5.720 

 

 
1.87 

 

 
0.938 

TOTAL AREA IMPACTED (HA) 459.1 890.41 506.47 246.955 
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Table A-2 Cumulative clearing quantities for Koala Habitat from commencement of construction to March 2023 (inclusive) 
 

VEGETATION ZONE / PLANT 
COMMUNITY TYPE (PCT) ID / NAME 

- KOALA HABITAT 

 

TOTAL APPROVED IMPACT 
AREA SPIR CIZ (HA) 

 

TOTAL REVISED IMPACT 
AREA – CIZ (HA) 

 

CUMULATIVE PROJECT TOTAL IMPACT TO 
MARCH 2023 (INCLUSIVE) 

ZONE - 2 - PCT-35 BVT-BR120, 
NA117-BRIGALOW - BELAH OPEN 
FOREST / WOODLAND ON ALLUVIAL 
OFTEN GILGAIED CLAY FROM PILLIGA 
SCRUB TO GOONDIWINDI, 
BRIGALOW BELT SOUTH BIOREGION 

 

 
17.31 

 

 
6.48 

 

 
2.159 

ZONE - 3 - PCT-39 BVT-BR130, 
NA129-COOLABAH - RIVER COOBAH - 
LIGNUM WOODLAND WETLAND OF 
FREQUENTLY FLOODED 
FLOODPLAINS MAINLY IN THE 
DARLING RIVERINE PLAINS 
BIOREGION 

 
 

 
1.74 

 
 

 
0.91 

 
 

 
0.231 

ZONE - 4 - PCT-52 BVT-BR191, 
NA187-QUEENSLAND BLUEGRASS +/- 
MITCHELL GRASS GRASSLAND ON 
CRACKING CLAY FLOODPLAINS AND 
ALLUVIAL PLAINS MAINLY THE 
NORTHERN-EASTERN DARLING 
RIVERINE PLAINS BIOREGION 

 
 

 

0.08 

 
 

 

0.07 

 
 

 

0.000 

ZONE - 5 - PCT-56 BVT-BR186, 
NA182-POPLAR BOX - BELAH 
WOODLAND ON CLAY-LOAM SOILS 
ON ALLUVIAL PLAINS OF NORTH- 
CENTRAL NSW 

 

 
143.95 

 

 
61.38 

 

 
7.584 

ZONE - 6 - PCT-56 BVT-BR186, 
NA182-POPLAR BOX - BELAH 
WOODLAND ON CLAY-LOAM SOILS 
ON ALLUVIAL PLAINS OF NORTH- 
CENTRAL NSW-DERIVED NATIVE 
GRASSLANDS 

 
 

 
0.35 

 
 

 
0.12 

 
 

 
0.064 

ZONE - 8 - PCT-78 BVT-BR196, 
NA193-RIVER RED GUM RIPARIAN 
TALL WOODLAND / OPEN FOREST 
WETLAND IN THE NANDEWAR 
BIOREGION AND BRIGALOW BELT 
SOUTH BIOREGION 

 
 

 
11.82 

 
 

 
5.32 

 
 

 
2.042 

TOTAL AREA IMPACTED (HA) 175.25 74.28 12.081 
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Appendix B Commencement of activity notification letter 
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Appendix C EPBC Approval 
 



EPBC ANNUAL COMPLIANCE REPORT 2024 – EPBC 2016/7729, NARRABRI TO NORTH STAR PHASE 1 

OFFICIAL 
AUSTRALIAN RAIL TRACK CORPORATION | 6-0000-260-EAP-P1-RP-0004 27 of 78 

 

 

 

 



EPBC ANNUAL COMPLIANCE REPORT 2024 – EPBC 2016/7729, NARRABRI TO NORTH STAR PHASE 1 

OFFICIAL 
AUSTRALIAN RAIL TRACK CORPORATION | 6-0000-260-EAP-P1-RP-0004 28 of 78 

 

 

 

 



EPBC ANNUAL COMPLIANCE REPORT 2024 – EPBC 2016/7729, NARRABRI TO NORTH STAR PHASE 1 

OFFICIAL 
AUSTRALIAN RAIL TRACK CORPORATION | 6-0000-260-EAP-P1-RP-0004 29 of 78 

 

 

 

 



EPBC ANNUAL COMPLIANCE REPORT 2024 – EPBC 2016/7729, NARRABRI TO NORTH STAR PHASE 1 

OFFICIAL 
AUSTRALIAN RAIL TRACK CORPORATION | 6-0000-260-EAP-P1-RP-0004 30 of 78 

 

 

 

 



EPBC ANNUAL COMPLIANCE REPORT 2024 – EPBC 2016/7729, NARRABRI TO NORTH STAR PHASE 1 

OFFICIAL 
AUSTRALIAN RAIL TRACK CORPORATION | 6-0000-260-EAP-P1-RP-0004 31 of 78 

 

 

Appendix D NSW CSSI 7474 Approval 
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