
This 30km section of Inland Rail connects 
North Star in New South Wales (NSW) to the 
NSW/Qld Border to Gowrie section at the 
Macintyre River.

The North Star to NSW/Qld Border section includes 
upgrading approximately 25km of non-operational rail line 
and building approximately 5km of new track to the 
NSW/Qld border at the Macintyre River, allowing for future 
connections to Goondiwindi and the broader region.

The NSW/Qld border is defined by the centre point of the 
Macintyre River.

The NS2B section follows the existing track north from 
North Star before crossing Bruxner Highway near the 
border. This includes an approximately 1.8km long viaduct 
over Bruxner Highway, Whalan Creek and the Macintyre River 
before connecting to the Border to Gowrie (B2G) section.

Section status
In February 2023, Inland Rail received approval from the 
NSW Minister for Planning to progress the North Star  
to NSW/Qld Border section, subject to conditions.

Following NSW Government approval, the project was 
assessed by the Australian Government under the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC 
1999) and approved by the Department of Climate Change, 
Energy, the Environment and Water in July 2023.

You can view the Planning Secretary’s Assessment 
Report and Project’s Conditions of Approval on the NSW 
Government Planning Portal website.

Nyah West
Woorinen

Wycheproof

St Arnaud

Manangatang

Birchip

Donald

Rupanyup

Merbein

Ouyen

Dimboola

Horsham

Rainbow

Nhill

Natimuk

Murrayville

Kaniva

Goroke

Panton
Hill

Bright

Myrtleford

Strathmerton

Wunghnu

Elmore

Gunbower

Leitchville
Pyramid Hill

Inverleigh

Anglesea

Colac

Lorne

Skipton

Derrinallum

Noorat
Mortlake

TimboonAllansford

Snake Valley

Port Campbell

Little River

St
Leonards

Ararat

Willaura

Penshurst
Hamilton

Port Fairy

Balmoral

Merino

Heywood

Casterton

Marong
Maldon

Harcourt

Bellbridge

MallacootaCann River

Marlo
Orbost

Omeo

Bruthen

Lakes Entrance

Mount Beauty

LindenowBriagolong

Sale

Heyfield

Traralgon

Yarram

Moyhu

Violet Town

Churchill

Toora

Meeniyan

Benalla
Violet Town

Buxton

ChilternTungamah

Dunolly

Learmonth

Avoca

Werribee
South

East
Warburton

Nyah

Charlton

Robinvale

Sea Lake

Woomelang

Minyip

Red Cliffs

Warracknabeal

Murtoa

Underbool

Jeparit

Rochester
Lockington

Cohuna

Meredith

Teesdale
Linton

Beeac

Lismore

Cobden
Terang

Torquay

StawellHalls Gap

Dunkeld

Koroit

Macarthur

Coleraine

Portland

Edenhope

Dartmoor

Bendigo

Huntly

Paynesville
Loch Sport

Stratford

Seaspray

Port Albert

Mansfield

Rawson

Port
Welshpool

Euroa

Eildon
Chewton

Inglewood

Maryborough

Clunes
Beaufort

Dinner
Plain

Glenrowan
Wangaratta

Yackandandah

Lake Tyers

Surf Beach

Koondrook

Tangambalanga

Bethanga

Wonthaggi

Avenel

Yea
Seymour

Lake Boga

Quambatook

Boort

Beulah

Corryong

Dookie

Hopetoun

Echuca

Aireys Inlet
Apollo Bay

Bridgewater

Tallangatta

Axedale

Guildford

Venus
Bay

Wurruk

Harrietville

Enfield

Falls Creek

Golden Beach -
Paradise Beach

Milawa

Marengo

Mount Buller

Mount
Hotham

Nichols Point

Nilma

Port Albert
Sandy
Point

Woolsthorpe

Marysville

Heathcote

Goornong

Swan Hill

Kerang

Wedderburn

Currie

One Tree Hill

Allendale
East

Mundulla

Willyaroo

Yahl

Murray Bridge

Andamooka
Opal Fields

Kanmantoo

American
River

Boston

Clarendon

Clayton Bay

Coobowie

Mullaquana

Penneshaw

Point Turton

Southend

Burra

Keith

Penola

Port Lincoln

Port Augusta

Andamooka

Spalding

Truro

Mount BurrBeachport

Kimba

Roxby Downs

Renmark

Blanchetown
Swan Reach

Auburn
Wallaroo

Kingston Se

Coonalpyn

Arno Bay

Wilmington

Tantanoola

Bute

Lucindale

Saddleworth

Stansbury
Mount Pleasant

Eudunda

Two Wells

Cleve

Robe

Crystal
Brook

Port Elliot

Bordertown

Kadina

Port
Vincent

Port
Wakefield

Leigh Creek

Port
Broughton

Waikerie

Angaston

Tintinara

Carrickalinga

Port Victoria

Tarpeena

Edithburgh
Pinnaroo

Port
Macdonnell

Minlaton

Paringa
Maitland

Quorn

Maslin Beach

Jamestown

Balaklava

Clare

Tanunda

Berri

Naracoorte

Mount Gambier

Wirrabara

Yankalilla

Nangwarry

Two Wells

MallalaArdrossanTumby Bay

Tailem Bend

Mannum

Milang

Woomera

Cummins

Normanville

Peterborough

Kingscote

Crafers

Iron Knob

Springton

Blyth

Hawker

Lameroo

Gladstone

Two Wells

Cowell

Meningie

Port Pirie

Whyalla

Adelaide

Port
Germein

Booleroo Centre

Karoonda

Snowtown

Morgan

Orroroo

Kapunda

Moonta

LoxtonMoorook
Owen

Virginia

Landsborough

Dayboro

Blackbutt

Jacobs Well

Point Lookout

Biggenden

Kooralbyn

Gayndah
Maryborough

Cooloola Village

Gowrie

Gold Coast

Boreen Point

Mundubbera

Wallangarra

Augathella

Quilpie

St George

Boonah

Forest
Hill

Warwick

Clifton

Pittsworth

Rainbow Beach

Gympie
Amamoor

Kilkivan

Placid
Hills

River Heads

Russell Island
Aratula

Booral

Glenview

Glenwood

Kiels Mountain

Killarney

Bauple Forest

Laidley
Heights

Logan
Village

Oakhurst

The
Palms

Witta

Lamb Island

Maaroom
Poona

Weyba Downs

Injune
Taroom

Eidsvold

Stanthorpe

Charleville

Surat

Dirranbandi

Cunnamulla

Allora

Cherbourg

Proston

Wondai
Curra

Imbil
Kenilworth

Thargomindah

Mitchell

Tara

Miles

Jandowae

Cecil Plains

Yelarbon
Goondiwindi

Roma Wallumbilla

Wandoan

Yuleba

Yarraman

Kingaroy

Howard

Texas

Millmerran

Bell

Chinchilla

Dalby

Torbanlea

Smithfield

Goombungee
Oakey

Inglewood

Nanango

Beachmere
Woorim

Kilcoy Maleny

Crows Nest

Tiaro

Johnstone

Greenmount

Amity Point

Sunshine
Beach

Toogoolawah

Esk
Samford

Toorbul

Urunga
Mylestom

Moonee Beach
Bellingen

Scotts Head

Crescent Head

Kempsey
Stuarts Point

Wingham

Beechwood

Smiths Lake

Nabiac

Gresford

Katoomba

Wangi Wangi

Smithtown

Coomba

Tuross Head

Warragamba

Barham

Karuah

Gloucester

Stroud

Scone

Ellalong
Millfield

Warialda

Ardlethan

Urana Adelong

Tumbarumba

Trundle

Tottenham

The Rock

Temora Taralga

Sutton

Barraba

Parkes

Oaklands

Narrabri

Murrumbateman

Moree

GundarooUranquinty

Koorawatha

Rylstone

JinderaHowlong

Holbrook

Gunning

Gulargambone

Goulburn

Gilgandra

Wongarbon

Forbes

Gunnedah

Bingara

Yeoval

Culcairn

Cowra

CootamundraGanmain
Narrandera

Boggabri

Berrigan Batlow

Baradine

Khancoban

Muswellbrook

Murrurundi

Cooranbong

Merriwa

Denman

Broke

Portland
Clifton Grove

Blayney

Wallerawang

Cudal

Marulan

Berrima
Hill Top

Wilton

Bundanoon

Whitton

Wakool

Yanco

Hillston

Beelbangera

BilbulHanwood

Deniliquin

Balranald

Wilcannia

Menindee

Cobar

Brewarrina
Bourke

Kendall
Camden Haven

Hallidays Point

Lake Cathie

Old Bar

Harrington

Pottsville

Ballina

Bogangar

Suffolk Park

Uki

Lake Tabourie Berrara

Nelligen

Narooma

Moruya Heads

Mogo

Tomakin

Kioloa
Bawley Point

Basin View
Erowal Bay

Gerroa

Currarong

Cunjurong

Lord Howe
Island

Nambucca Heads

South West Rocks
Tamworth

Newcastle

Marsden Park

Bundeena

Delegate

Mathoura

Euston

Wentworth
Gol Gol

Bendemeer

Candelo

Corindi Beach

Mungindi

Harden

Queanbeyan

Coramba Sandy Beach

Bowraville

Macksville

Hat Head

Sawtell

Wauchope Port Macquarie

Forster

Tweed Heads

Orient Point

Moama

Dungog
Singleton

Aberdeen

Oberon
Lithgow

Cullen Bullen
Cargo

Perthville

Manning Point

Lansdowne

Hastings Point

Byron Bay
Brunswick Heads

Burrill Lake

Dalmeny

Moruya Malua Bay
Durras

Bodalla

Tapitallee

Oakdale

Darlington
Point

Moulamein

Leeton

Hay

Yenda
Griffith

Goolgowi

Coleambally

White Cliffs

Ivanhoe

Broken Hill

Maianbar

Jerilderie

Tooleybuc

Dareton

Angourie

Tura Beach

Brooms Head

Macmasters
Beach

Pambula Beach

Mulwala

Buxton

Bombala

Captains Flat

Wallaga Lake
Berridale

Tathra

Arrawarra

Urbenville

Woodburn

Red Rock

Nimbin

Maclean

Waterview Heights

Glenreagh

Bonalbo

Spring Hill

Otford

Gerringong

Walcha

Tenterfield

Nundle

Gilgai

Guyra

Glen Innes

Emmaville

Bundarra

Ashford

Fingal Bay

Tea Gardens

Lake Munmorah

Estella

Shoal Bay

Firgrove

Skennars Head

Kingswood

Cudgen

Jilliby

Kianga

Moama
- West

New Berrima

Nowra Hill

Woombah

Wardell

Wyalong

Ashley

Carcoar

Bowning

Conjola Park

Fairy
Hill

Lakewood
Estate

Nana Glen

North Shore

Putta Bucca
- Bombira

South
Pambula

Telegraph
Point

Wallabadah

Toomelah
Tyalgum

Young

Yass

West Wyalong

Werris Creek

Wellington

Wee Waa

Warren

Barellan

Walgett

Ungarie

Tumut

Tullamore

Trangie

Tocumwal

Stockinbingal

Tarcutta

Talbingo

Quirindi

Stanwell Park

Peak Hill

Sydney

Pallamallawa

Nyngan

Narromine

Mudgee

Molong
Manildra

Mendooran

Manilla

Lyndhurst

Lockhart

Lightning
Ridge

Lake
Cargelligo

San Isidore
Forest Hill

Kandos

Junee

Walla Walla

Henty

Gundagai

Gulgong

Grenfell

Goodooga

Geurie

Eugowra

Dubbo

Dunedoo

Crookwell

Curlewis

Cumnock

Woodstock

Mooney
Mooney

Coonamble

Coolamon

Coonabarabran

Coolah

Condobolin

Collarenebri

Canowindra

Patonga

Boorowa

Boggabilla

Binnaway

Binalong

Finley

Barmedman

Ariah Park

Thredbo
Village

Cowan

Bemboka

Wolumla

Adaminaby

Nimmitabel

Eden

Cooma
Cobargo

Bungendore

Bermagui
Tarraganda

Iluka

Woodenbong

Evans Head

Coraki

Tucabia

Kyogle

Lawrence

Dorrigo

Coutts Crossing

Copmanhurst

Wooroowoolgan

Wooli

Wollongong

Kiama

Tingha

Nemingha

Moonbi
Kootingal

Inverell

Uralla

Deepwater
Delungra

Attunga

Armidale

Hawks Nest

Nords Wharf

Tharwa

Hall

Canberra

NEW SOUTH WALES

QUEENSLAND

North Star

NSW/Qld 
Border

Goondiwindi

Kurumbul

Wearne

Boggabilla

Bibilah

Mungle

Concept 
assessment

Reference 
design

Environmental 
approvals

Property acquisition, design 
refinement & early works

Detailed design, early 
works & construction

Commissioning 
& operations

1 2 3 4 5 6

Stages 3-5 may occur in parallel

Project 
stages

PROJECT OVERVIEW

North Star to NSW/Qld Border

Main image: Workers observing a field testing site inlandrail.com.au/ns2b

https://inlandrail.com.au/where-we-go/projects/north-star-to-border/


What’s been happening?
We have undertaken extensive field studies to better 
understand environmental features, technical challenges and 
opportunities of the NS2B section including: 

 • geotechnical and ecological surveys – to gather 
information about soil, rock and native habitats 

 • hydrology studies – to examine flooding and surface 
water movements

 • utility identification surveys – to identify infrastructure 
such as gas and water pipelines 

 • land and heritage surveys – to identify property 
boundaries and investigate any evidence of Aboriginal and 
non-Aboriginal artefacts and heritage. 

Site investigations, environmental assessments and field 
studies will continue as we consult with landowners, local 
councils and other key stakeholders.

Field investigations and surveys can occur on public  
land, in road reserves and within existing rail corridor.  
Any investigations required on private property are  
arranged with and agreed to by individual landowners.  
All investigations are weather permitting.

What happens next?
With all primary environmental approvals now achieved for 
this section, land access and acquisition discussions and 
site investigations are being prioritised so we can secure the 
Inland Rail corridor for the North Star to NSW/Qld Border 
section and provide the Australian Government with more 
certainty about the full scope and cost of Inland Rail.

For more information, please visit inlandrail.artc.com.au/
NS2B.

For more information, 
to view the interactive 
project map, or subscribe 
to our newsletter, visit 
inlandrail.com.au/ns2b.

Find out 
more

We remain committed to working with the 
community to ensure the best outcome 
for the region and encourage you to get in 
touch with us, with questions big or small.

Stop by our Narrabri office or call on 
1800 732 761.

About Inland Rail Did you know?
Inland Rail is a 1,600km fast freight rail line between Brisbane 
and Melbourne that is connecting businesses, manufacturers and 
producers to national and global markets and generating opportunities 
for industries and regions during construction and beyond.

Delivering Inland Rail will help shift more goods onto rail and take tens 
of thousands of large trucks off our roads. This means faster, more 
reliable freight; safer, less congested roads; and fewer emissions.

74% of freight between Melbourne 
and Brisbane is moved by road

Moving freight by rail is four times 
more fuel-efficient than by road

One 1,800m Inland Rail train will take 
110 B-double trucks off regional roads

CURRENT AS AT NOVEMBER 2024

Artist’s impression of the Macintyre River viaduct, NSW/Qld Border. Image shown does not represent final design.
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