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Glossary 
Specific terms and acronyms used throughout this report are listed and described in the table below. 

Table 1 Acronyms  

TERM  DEFINITION 

ARTC Australian Rail Track Corporation 

SSI-9406 State Significant Infrastructure project SSI-9406: Illabo to Stockinbingal 
(I2S) Inland Rail Project 

DCCEEW-Cth Commonwealth Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment 
and Water 

EPBC Act Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 
1999 

EP&A Act  Environmental Planning & Assessment Act 1979 (NSW) 

EPBC 2018/8233 EPBC Act Approval (EPBC 2018/8233) – Illabo to Stockinbingal (I2S) 
Project 

IRPL Inland Rail Pty Ltd 

I2S Illabo to Stockinbingal project 

SSI State Significant Infrastructure  

CSSI Critical State Significant Infrastructure as defined in the EP&A Act 

TEC Threatened Ecological Community 
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1 Introduction 

1.1 Background 

Australian Rail Track Corporation (ARTC) submitted a Critical State Significant Infrastructure (CSSI) 
application for approval to construct and operate the Illabo to Stockinbingal (I2S) section of the Inland Rail 
program under Part 5, Division 5.2 of the NSW Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A 
Act). The then NSW Minster for Planning and Public Spaces granted CSSI approval for I2S on 4 
September 2024 (SSI-9406). A copy of the SSI-9406 Approval can be viewed on the NSW Major Projects 
Portal SSI 9406 Approval Instrument. 

I2S is subject to approval under the Commonwealth Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 1999 (EPBC Act). The I2S project was declared by the then Commonwealth Minister for Sustainability, 
Environment, Water, Populations and Communities to be a controlled action under the EPBC Act and was 
approved by the Commonwealth Minister on 28 October 2024 (EPBC 2018/8233). ARTC Inland Rail 
commenced the action as defined within the EPBC Approval on 13 September 2025.  

1.2 Scope 

This report details the commitments outlined within EPBC 2018/8233 and assessment of compliance against 
conditions 1 - 47 for the reporting period 28 October 2024 to 27 October 2025 as per Condition 28-34 of 
EPBC 2018/8233, which states: 

 
28) The approval holder must prepare a compliance report for each Annual Compliance Report period 

(ACR period). 
29) The approval holder must ensure each compliance report includes: 

a. accurate and complete details of compliance and any non-compliance with: 
i. each condition imposed under the NSW approval, if a condition attached to this 

approval decision requires compliance with that NSW approval condition, 
ii. each condition attached to this approval decision, and 
iii. all commitments made in each plan, 

b.  a schedule of all plans in effect in relation to these conditions during the ACR period, 
c. accurate and complete details of how each plan was implemented during the ACR period, and 
d.  if any incident occurred, accurate and complete details of each incident. 

30) The approval holder must ensure each compliance report is consistent with the Annual 
Compliance Report Guidelines, Commonwealth of Australia 2023. 

31) The approval holder must, within 20 business days following the end of each ACR period, in a format 
that is easily accessible and downloadable, publish on the website: 

a. each compliance report, and 
b. a shapefile showing all clearing of protected matters, and their habitat, undertaken within 

the ACR period. 
32) The approval holder must: 

a. Exclude or redact sensitive biodiversity data from each compliance report and shapefile 
published on the website or otherwise provided to a member of the public. 

b. If sensitive biodiversity data is excluded or redacted from a version of a compliance report 
published or otherwise provided to a member of the public, submit the full compliance report 
to the department within 5 business days of its publication on the website and notify the 
department in writing what exclusions and redactions have been made in the version 

https://majorprojects.planningportal.nsw.gov.au/prweb/PRRestService/mp/01/getContent?AttachRef=SSI-9406%2120240906T000926.244%20GMT
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published on the website or otherwise provided to a member of the public. 
c. If sensitive biodiversity data is excluded or redacted from a version of a shapefile published or 

otherwise provided to a member of the public, submit the full shapefile to the department 
within 5 business days of its publication on the website and notify the department in writing 
what exclusions and redactions have been made in the version published on the website or 
otherwise provided to a member of the public. 

33) The approval holder must notify the department electronically, within 5 business days of each date of 
publication that the compliance report has been published on the website. In this notification, the 
approval holder must provide the department with the web address for where the compliance report 
and related shapefile are published on the website. 

34) The approval holder must keep each compliance report and related shapefile published on the website 
from the first date which that compliance report must be published and until the expiry date of this 
approval. 

 

 

1.3 Approved action 

The Approved Action as described in EPBC (2018/8233) is to upgrade, construct and operate a rail line 
between Illabo and Stockinbingal as part of the Inland Rail Program, subject to the variation of the proposed 
Action accepted by the Minister under section 156B on 13 September 2024. 

Works to be undertaken on the I2S Project include: 

 a total extent of about 42.5 km, including about 39 km of new, greenfield railway between Illabo  

and Stockinbingal   

 single-track standard-gauge railway on a combination of existing ground level, embankments and  

in cuttings   

 eight new bridges at watercourses, two road overbridges and one grade-separated bridge (road- 

over-rail) at Burley Griffin Way   

 one crossing loop and associated maintenance siding, located between chainage 9,200 and  

chainage 11,400    

 construction of new level crossings and alterations of existing level crossings (at public roads and  

private accesses)   

 stock underpasses to allow movement of livestock  

 level crossings at grade for large farm equipment and vehicles across the rail line, and livestock  

where there is no nearby stock underpass   

 one major drainage diversion to collect and transport stormwater away from the rail line  

large detention basin to control release and reduce peak flood levels  

 installation and upgrade of about 88 cross drainage culverts below the rail formation and 27  

longitudinal drainage culverts below level crossings   

 upgrades to about 3.5 km of existing track for the tie-in works to the existing Main South Line at  

Illabo, and the Stockinbingal to Parkes Line at Stockinbingal   
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 construction of about 1.7 km of new track to maintain the existing connection of the Lake  

Cargelligo rail line either side of the Project    

 realignment of a 1.4 km section of the Burley Griffin Way to provide an underbridge at  

Stockinbingal   

 realignment of Ironbong Road to allow for safe sight lines at the new active level crossing  

 one workforce accommodation camp. 

 

The overall project footprint is presented in Figure 1 below.
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Figure 1 Illabo to Stockinbingal section of Inland Rail project 
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1.4 Project details 

Project details for I2S are presented in Table 2 below. 

Table 2 Project Details 
 

EPBC NUMBER EPBC 2018/8233 

PROJECT NAME Illabo to Stockinbingal 

APPROVAL HOLDER AND ACN OR ABN Australian Rail Track Corporation Limited 
ACN 081 455 754 

LOCATION OF THE PROJECT Illabo to Stockinbingal 

REPORTING PERIOD 28 October 2024 – 27 October 2025 

 

1.5 Key project activities 

Within the reporting period, Inland Rail have commenced the following activities:   

 
 Geotechnical investigations, including drilling and test pit excavation 
 Soil investigations 
 Property acquisition and adjustment work  
 General survey investigations, including utilities investigations 
 Installation of access gates and erosion and sediment controls 
 Establishment of minor ancillary facilities (i.e. site compounds). 

2 Compliance assessment 

2.1 Assessment of compliance 

The terminology used to record findings in this compliance report (Table 3) are consistent with that 
used by the Commonwealth Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water 
Annual Compliance Report Guidelines (2023) Section 3.7. 

Table 3 Compliance status terminology 
 

STATUS DESCRIPTION 

COMPLIANT ‘Compliance’ is achieved when all the requirements of a condition have been met, including the 
implementation of management plans or other measures required by those conditions.   

NON-COMPLIANT A designation of ‘non-compliant’ must be given where the requirements of a condition or 
elements of a condition, including the implementation of management plans and other 
measures, have not been met. 

NOT APPLICABLE A designation of ‘not applicable’ must be given where the requirements of a condition or 
elements of a condition fall outside of the scope of the current reporting period. For example, a 
condition that applies to an activity that has not yet commenced. 
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Table 4 EPBC Compliance Table  

EPBC 
CONDITION 
NUMBER 

EPBC CONDITION COMPLIANCE 
STATUS 

EXPLANATION 

1 
The approval holder must not clear and construct 
outside of the Action area unless either of the 
following are met: 

  

1 a 
such clearing and construction is limited to locations 
with no habitat of protected matters; Complaint No clearing or construction that impacts on habitat of protected matters was 

undertaken during the ACR period.  

1 b 
such clearing and construction is limited to locations 
required to facilitate minor design adjustments and 
only as allowable under the NSW Approval, and the 
total extent of clearing for the Action will not exceed 
the limits specified in condition 2 of this approval and 
specified in condition E25 of the NSW Approval. 

Compliant No clearing or construction was undertaken outside of the Action area that 
impacted on vegetation governed by the controlled action approval (EPBC 
2018/8233).   

2 
The approval holder must not clear more than: 

  

2 a 
16.77 hectares (ha) of Grey Box Woodlands 

Compliant No clearing of Grey Box Woodlands occurred during the ACR period. 

2 b 
17.48 ha of Box-Gum Grassy Woodlands 

Compliant No clearing of Box-Gum Grassy Woodlands occurred during the ACR 
period. 

3 
To avoid and mitigate harm to protected matters as a 
result of the Action, the approval holder must comply 
with conditions E23, E24, E25 and E27 of the NSW 
approval, to the extent that they relate to protected 
matters. 
 

Compliant E23 – The clearing of native vegetation has been minimised during the 
reporting period as activities have been restricted to highly derided areas 
such as the existing rail corridor or agricultural pasture. Native vegetation 
impacts to date are restricted to grasses and shrubs within the rail corridor 
that are not mapped as a plant community type or a protected matter. 

E24 – Biodiversity surveys of unsurveyed land identified in SCHEDULE 3 of 
APPENDIX C were completed and a report (WSP, revision 2, 28 July 2025) 
issued to NSW Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment 
and Water (DCCEEW) for consultation, letter from DCCEEW 8 August 2025 
confirming impacts to Serious and Irreversible Impact (SAII) entities have 
been reduced and avoided to the greatest extent possible in unsurveyed 
lands. 
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EPBC 
CONDITION 
NUMBER 

EPBC CONDITION COMPLIANCE 
STATUS 

EXPLANATION 

An assessment report demonstrating that impacts to potential serious and 
irreversible impact entities to the greatest extent possible was submitted to 
the Planning Secretary for approval in October 2025. It is anticipated that 
approval of the E24 assessment will occur during the next ACR period. 

E25 - No clearing of native vegetation has been undertaken to date. 

E27 - No clearing of native vegetation has been undertaken to date, no 
potential or actual impacts to any threatened communities or species not 
listed in SCHEDULE 1 or SCHEDULE 2 of APPENDIX C occurred during 
the ACR period. 

4 
To avoid and mitigate harm to protected matters as a 
result of the Action, the approval holder must comply 
with conditions E31, E32 and E33 of the NSW 
Approval. 
 

Compliant E31 - Biodiversity surveys of unsurveyed land identified in SCHEDULE 3 of 
APPENDIX C were completed and a report (WSP, revision 2, 28 July 2025) 
issued to DPHI on 11 August 2025 and approved 20 August 2025 to confirm 
the CSSI will not result in a greater impact than Condition E32. The surveys 
were completed by an accredited assessor (assessor number BAAS17079) 
in accordance with the Biodiversity Assessment Method prior to retiring 
credits in accordance with Condition E27 for the unsurveyed areas. 

E32 - No clearing of native vegetation has been undertaken to date. 

E33 (a, b ,c and e) - Biodiversity surveys of unsurveyed land identified in 
SCHEDULE 3 of APPENDIX C were completed and a report (WSP, revision 
2, 28 July 2025) issued to NSW Department of Climate Change, Energy, 
the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) for consultation, letter from 
DCCEEW 8 August 2025 confirming a reduction in areas of biodiversity 
impacts. DPHI approval letter of confirmation of biodiversity impacts of 
unsurvey lands report 20 August 2025. 

E33 (d) - An assessment report demonstrating that potential serious and 
irreversible impact to TEC’s and Threatened Species has been avoided to 
the greatest extent possible. This was submitted to the Planning Secretary 
for approval in October 2025. It is anticipated that approval of the E33 (d) 
assessment will occur during the next ACR period. 

5 
To avoid and mitigate harm to protected matters as a 
result of the Action, the approval holder must comply Compliant C17 Consultation on required CEMP Sub-plans 
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EPBC 
CONDITION 
NUMBER 

EPBC CONDITION COMPLIANCE 
STATUS 

EXPLANATION 

with conditions C17 and C20 of the NSW Approval. 
(a) Traffic, Transport and access – Consultation with Transport for 

NSW, Cootamundra Gundai & Junee Councils commenced 17 
February 2025 and concluded with all comments closed 15 
October 2025. 

(b) Noise and Vibration – Consultation with Cootamundra Gundai & 
Junee Councils commenced 15 April 2025 and concluded with all 
comments closed 21 July 2025. 

(c) Biodiversity – Consultation with Climate Change, Energy, the 
Environment and Water (DCCEEW)  commenced 24 July 2025 
and concluded with all comments closed 25 August 2025 

(d) Soil and Water – Consultation with CPHR commenced 25 
February 2025 and concluded with all comments closed 4 August 
2025. Consultation with DCCEEW water commented 24 February 
2025 concluded with all comments closed 22 July 2025. 
Consultation with Crown Lands commenced 24 February 2025 and 
concluded with all comments closed 15 July 2025. Consultation 
with Cootamundra Gundai & Junee Councils commenced 15 April 
2025 and concluded with all comments closed 21 July 2025. 

(e) Heritage – Consultation with Cootamundra Gundai & Junee 
Councils commenced 15 April 2025 and concluded with all 
comments closed 21 July 2025. Register Aboriginal Participants 
commenced 17 June 2025 and concluded with all comments 
closed 23 June 2025. Heritage NSW commenced 24 March 2025 
and concluded with all comments closed 16 July 2025. 

(f) Flood Emergency Management – Consultation with CPHR 
commenced 6 June 2025 and concluded with all comments closed 
4 August 2025. Consultation with Cootamundra Gundai & Junee 
Councils commenced 15 April 2025 and concluded with all 
comments closed 21 July 2025. NSW SES commenced 24 
February 2025 and concluded with all comments closed 17 July 
2025. 

(g) Biosecurity - Consultation with CPHR commenced 25 February 
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EPBC 
CONDITION 
NUMBER 

EPBC CONDITION COMPLIANCE 
STATUS 

EXPLANATION 

2025 and concluded with all comments closed 23 June 2025. DPI 
Agriculture commenced 17 February 2025 and concluded with all 
comments closed 20 June 2025. Local Land Services commenced 
30 May 2025 and concluded with all comments closed 17 July 
2025. 

C20 The Biodiversity Management Subplan was endorsed by a suitably 
qualified and experienced ecologist and contained all elements required 
under C20(a-f), DPHI approval of subplan on 15 September 2025. 

6 
The approval holder must ensure that, in complying 
with condition C20(c) of the NSW Approval, the weed, 
pest and pathogen management plan: 

  

6 a 
Prevents both the introduction of new weeds and 
spread of weeds, as a result of the Action, into any 
retained areas of Grey Box Woodland and Box-gum 
Grassy Woodlands within and immediately adjacent 
to the Action Area; and 

Compliant The management of weeds, pests and pathogens is provided in the 
Biosecurity Management Sub-plan required under CoA C25. The 
Biosecurity Management Sub-plan includes relevant weed, pest and 
pathogen information and management measures as required by CoA C20 
including management within Grey Box Woodland and Box-gum Grassy 
Woodland areas. 

6 b 
addresses and incorporates appropriate actions and 
objectives identified in the relevant TAPs. 
 

Compliant The EPBC Threat Abatement Plans have been incorporated into the 
following documents: 

• Construction Environmental Management Plan 

• Biodiversity Management Sub-Plan 

• Biosecurity Management Sub-Plan 

7 
To avoid and mitigate harm to protected matters as a 
result of the action, the approval holder must comply 
with conditions D1 to D4 (inclusive) of the NSW 
Approval, to the extent that they relate to protected 
matters. 
 

Not Applicable This Condition has not been triggered. 

8 
To avoid and mitigate harm to protected matters as a 

Not Applicable This Condition has not been triggered. 
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EPBC 
CONDITION 
NUMBER 

EPBC CONDITION COMPLIANCE 
STATUS 

EXPLANATION 

result of the action, the approval holder must 
implement conditions D5 to D12 (inclusive) of the 
NSW Approval, where they relate to protected 
matters. 

9 
To mitigate impacts to protected matters as a result of 
the Action, the approval holder must comply with 
conditions E40 to E45 (inclusive) of the NSW 
Approval, to the extent that they relate to protected 
matters. 

Compliant Baseline monitoring programs for woodland birds and squirrel gliders were 
conducted in accordance with Condition E40 and were completed in July 
2025.  

The I2S Baseline Bird Monitoring Report contains monitoring data, surveys, 
maps, spatial metadata, and all species occurrence record data for the 
project. The report data was supplied to the department on 25 November 
2025  

IRPL requested the Planning Secretary's agreement under condition A9 to 
extend the timeframe to submit the Fauna Connectivity Strategy under 
condition E44. The Planning Secretary has approved the extension until 9 
December 2025 

10 
If the Biodiversity Stewardship Agreement as 
outlined in condition E34 of the NSW Approval is 
approved, the approval holder must comply with 
conditions E34 to E37 (inclusive) of the NSW 
Approval. 

Compliant IRPL requested the Planning Secretary’s agreement under condition A9 to 
extend the timeframe to apply for the Biodiversity Stewardship Agreement 
required under condition E34 and to submit the Box Gum Woodland 
Restoration Plan required under conditions E35 and E36 of the Inland Rail 
Illabo to Stockinbingal infrastructure approval (SSI-9406).  

The Planning Secretary has approved the extension until:  

• 31 January 2026, the timeframe to apply for a Biodiversity Stewardship 
Agreement as required under condition E34. 
 

IRPL satisfied E35 by submitting the Box Gum Restoration Plan on the 16 
September. 

11 
Prior to the commencement of the Action, to 
compensate for the residual significant impacts of the 
Action on relevant protected matters, the approval 
holder must retire the number and types of 

Compliant Credit Type Approved Revised 
BDAR 

Credits Retired BCF 
Payment 

Ecosystem 2,082 1,817 1,817 0 
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EPBC 
CONDITION 
NUMBER 

EPBC CONDITION COMPLIANCE 
STATUS 

EXPLANATION 

biodiversity credits in accordance with conditions 
E26 and E28 of the NSW Approval. Species 65,744 2,313 1,408 905 

TOTAL 67,826 4,130 3,225 905 

Retired credits 3225 + BCF Payment 905 = Full offsets of 4130. 

Below are those credits associated with MNES  

Credit Type - 
MNES only 

Revised BDAR Credits Retired BCF Payment 

Ecosystem-
MNES 

1,817 891 0 

Species-MNES 2,313 2 

(Slender 
Darling Pea) 

905 

(Superb Parrot, 
Sandhill Spider-
Orchid) 

TOTAL 4,130 893 905 
 

12 
The approval holder must not commence the Action 
until the biodiversity credits for the protected 
matters have been retired in accordance with 
condition E28 of the NSW Approval. 
 

Compliant RPL satisfied MCoA E28, by retiring biodiversity credits and by paying into 
the Biodiversity Conservation Fund for the residual obligation on 15 August 
2025. 

13 
Within 5 business days of retiring any biodiversity 
credits in respect of protected matters, the approval 
holder must submit evidence in writing to the 
department demonstrating that the biodiversity 
credits have been retired in accordance with 
condition E28 of the NSW Approval and specify, in 
relation to each relevant protected matter, how many 
biodiversity credits were retired. 
 

Compliant IRPL notified DCCEEW 20 August 2025 (IR2200-RECCO-000052) - The 
biodiversity credit retirement for the I2S Project as required under 
Conditions 11 to 13 of the EPBC Approval (EPBC-2018/8233) was provided 
to the Department within the 5 days of the retirement of biodiversity credits 
under Condition 13. 

14 Wherever these conditions require the approval holder Not Applicable This Condition has not been triggered. 



INLAND RAIL – ILLABO TO STOCKINBINGAL, NSW (EPBC 2018/8233), 27 OCTOBER 2025  

INLAND RAIL PTY LTD ABN 73 094 819 520 | 0-0000-220-EEC-00-RP-0001 15 of 24 
INLAND RAIL IS A SUBSIDIARY OF AUSTRALIAN RAIL TRACK CORPORATION 
UNCONTROLLED WHEN PRINTED | CONFIDENTIAL 

EPBC 
CONDITION 
NUMBER 

EPBC CONDITION COMPLIANCE 
STATUS 

EXPLANATION 

to submit any plan to the department, all such plans 
must be submitted to the department electronically. 

15 
Unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the Minister, 
the approval holder must publish each plan on the 
website within 15 business days of the date: 

  

15 a 
the plan is approved by the Minister in writing, if the 
plan requires the approval of the Minister, or Compliant Inland Rail Illabo to Stockinbingal website will host plans. Refer to link 

below.  

Illabo to Stockinbingal: Planning Approval Documents - Inland Rail 

15 b 
the plan is approved by the NSW Planning Secretary 
as required under a NSW approval condition which 
must be complied with in accordance with these EPBC 
Act conditions. 

Compliant Inland Rail Illabo to Stockinbingal website will host plans. Refer to link 
below.  

Illabo to Stockinbingal: Planning Approval Documents - Inland Rail 

16 
The approval holder must keep all plans published on 
the website, in a format that is easily accessible and 
downloadable, from the first date which that plan must 
be published and until the expiry date of this approval, 
or as otherwise requested in writing by the 
department. This requirement applies to all current 
and superseded versions of plans. 

Compliant Inland Rail Illabo to Stockinbingal website will host plans. Refer to link 
below.  

Illabo to Stockinbingal: Planning Approval Documents - Inland Rail 

17 
The approval holder is required to exclude or redact 
sensitive biodiversity data from any version of a 
plan before that plan is published on the website or 
otherwise provided to a member of the public. If 
sensitive biodiversity data is excluded or redacted 
from a plan, the approval holder must notify the 
department in writing what exclusions and redactions 
have been made in the version published on the 
website. 

Not Applicable This Condition has not been triggered. 

18 The approval holder must keep all plans required by 
these conditions published on the website until the 
expiry date of this approval, unless otherwise agreed 

Not Applicable This Condition has not been triggered. 

https://inlandrail.com.au/where-we-go/projects/illabo-to-stockinbingal/planning-approval-documents/
https://inlandrail.com.au/where-we-go/projects/illabo-to-stockinbingal/planning-approval-documents/
https://inlandrail.com.au/where-we-go/projects/illabo-to-stockinbingal/planning-approval-documents/
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to in writing by the Minister. 

19 
The approval holder must notify the department in 
writing of any change to the NSW Approval conditions 
that may relate to protected matters, within 5 
business days of such a change to conditions coming 
into effect. Such notification must include a copy of the 
changed NSW Approval conditions showing what 
changes have been made. 

Not Applicable This Condition has not been triggered. 

20 
The approval holder must notify the department 
electronically of the date of commencement of the 
Action, within 5 business days following 
commencement of the Action. 

Compliant On 15 September, IRPL provided a letter (6-0000-220-EEC-00-LT-0043) 
electronically outlining the commencement of the action to: 

postapproval@dcceew.gov.au,  

epbcmonitoring@dcceew.gov.au 

21 
The approval holder must not commence the Action 
later than 5 years after the date of this approval 
decision. 

Compliant IRPL has commenced the action 

22 
The approval holder must maintain accurate and 
complete compliance records and document the 
procedure for recording and storing compliance 
records. 

Compliant This condition is ongoing 

23 The approval holder must maintain accurate and 
complete compliance records. 

Compliant All records are maintained accurately. 

24 
If the department makes a request in writing, the 
approval holder must provide electronic copies of 
compliance records to the department within the 
timeframe specified in the request. 

Not Applicable This Condition has not been triggered. No requests have currently been 
received 

25 
The approval holder must ensure that any monitoring 
data, surveys, maps, and other spatial and metadata 
required under the conditions of this approval are 
prepared in accordance with the Guidelines for 
biological survey and mapped data, Commonwealth of 

Compliant Monitoring data was collected during the bird monitoring surveys for the I2S 
Baseline Bird Monitoring Report as prepared by WSP for the project. The 
monitoring data, surveys, maps, and spatial metadata was prepared in 
accordance with the Guidelines for biological survey and mapped data, 
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Australia 2018, or as otherwise specified by the 
Minister in writing. 

Commonwealth of Australia 2018. 

26 
The approval holder must ensure that any monitoring 
data, surveys, maps, and other spatial and metadata 
required under the conditions of this approval are 
prepared in accordance with the Guide to providing 
maps and boundary data for EPBC Act projects, 
Commonwealth of Australia 2021, or as otherwise 
specified by the Minister in writing. 

Not Applicable This Condition has not been triggered as no monitoring activities have 
occurred during the ACR period. 

27 
The approval holder must submit all monitoring data, 
surveys, maps, other spatial and metadata and all 
species occurrence record data (sightings and 
evidence of presence) electronically to the 
department within 20 business days of the next 
anniversary of the date of this approval decision 
except where otherwise specified in a plan. 

Compliant The I2S Baseline Bird Monitoring Report contains monitoring data, surveys, 
maps, spatial metadata, and all species occurrence record data for the 
project. 

The report data was supplied to the department on 25 November 2025  

28 
The approval holder must prepare a compliance report 
for each Annual Compliance Report period (ACR 
period). 
 

Compliant This report is the first Annual Compliance Report which has been prepared 
and provided to DCCEEW-Cth.   

29 
The approval holder must ensure each compliance 
report includes:   

29 a 
accurate and complete details of compliance and any 
non-compliance with: Compliant This report. 

29 a i) 
each condition imposed under the NSW approval, if a 
condition attached to this approval decision requires 
compliance with that NSW approval condition, 

Compliant This compliance table. No non-compliances identified. 

29 a ii) 
each condition attached to this approval decision, and 

Compliant This report. 

29 a iii) 
all commitments made in each plan, 

Compliant All commitments in relevant plans (Biodiversity Management Plan, 
Biosecurity Management Plan, Construction Environmental Management 
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Plan) related to controlled action approval (EPBC 2018/8233) have been 
complied with.  

The clearing of native vegetation has been minimised during the reporting 
period as activities have been restricted to highly derided areas such as the 
existing rail corridor or agricultural pasture. Native vegetation impacts to 
date are restricted to grasses and shrubs within the rail corridor that are not 
mapped as a plant community type or a protected matter. 

29 b 
a schedule of all plans in effect in relation to these 
conditions during the ACR period, Compliant Approved plans: 

(a) CEMP – DPHI Approval 15 September 2025 

(b) Noise and Vibration – DPHI Approval 15 September 2025 

(c) Biodiversity – DPHI Approval 15 September 2025 

(d) Soil and Water – DPHI Approval 4 September 2025 

(e) Heritage – DPHI Approval 4 September 2025 

(f) Flood Emergency Management – DPHI Approval 4 September 
2025 

(g) Biosecurity - DPHI Approval 4 September 2025 

(h) Traffic, Transport and Access Management Plan – Under review 

Approved plans are publicly available on the project website  

Illabo to Stockinbingal: Planning Approval Documents - Inland Rail 

Note: Approval to commence construction under the environmental 
management plans did not occur during the ACR period. Approval of the 
project environmental management plans and the commencement of 
construction will occur in the next ACR period. 

29 c 
accurate and complete details of how each plan was 
implemented during the ACR period, and Compliant  Approval to commence construction under the environmental management 

plans is awaiting final approval from DPHI. Approval of the project 
environmental management plans and the commencement of construction 

https://inlandrail.com.au/where-we-go/projects/illabo-to-stockinbingal/planning-approval-documents/
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will occur in the next ACR period. 

29 d 
if any incident occurred, accurate and complete 
details of each incident. Compliant No incidents that impacted on lands applicable to controlled action approval 

(EPBC 2018/8233) 

30 
The approval holder must ensure each compliance 
report is consistent with the Annual Compliance 
Report Guidelines, Commonwealth of Australia 2023 

Compliant This report. 

 

31 
The approval holder must, within 20 business days 
following the end of each ACR period, in a format that 
is easily accessible and downloadable, publish on the 
website: 

  

31 a 
each compliance report, and 

Compliant This report. 

 

31 b 
a shapefile showing all clearing of protected matters, 
and their habitat, undertaken within the ACR period. Compliant Works have not impacted Protected Matters 

 

32 
The approval holder must: 

  

32 a 
Exclude or redact sensitive biodiversity data from 
each compliance report and shapefile published on 
the website or otherwise provided to a member of the 
public. 

Not Applicable This Condition has not been triggered. 

32 b 
If sensitive biodiversity data is excluded or redacted 
from a version of a compliance report published or 
otherwise provided to a member of the public, submit 
the full compliance report to the department within 5 
business days of its publication on the website and 
notify the department in writing what exclusions and 
redactions have been made in the version published 
on the website or otherwise provided to a member of 

Not Applicable This Condition has not been triggered. 
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the public. 

32 c 
If sensitive biodiversity data is excluded or redacted 
from a version of a shapefile published or otherwise 
provided to a member of the public, submit the full 
shapefile to the department within 5 business days 
of its publication on the website and notify the 
department in writing what exclusions and redactions 
have been made in the version published on the 
website or otherwise provided to a member of the 
public. 

Not Applicable This Condition has not been triggered. 

33 
The approval holder must notify the department 
electronically, within 5 business days of each date of 
publication that the compliance report has been 
published on the website. In this notification, the 
approval holder must provide the department with the 
web address for where the compliance report and 
related shapefile are published on the website. 

Not Applicable This Condition has not been triggered. 

34 
The approval holder must keep each compliance 
report and related shapefile published on the 
website from the first date which that compliance 
report must be published and until the expiry date of 
this approval. 

Not Applicable This Condition has not been triggered. 

35 
The approval holder must notify the department 
electronically, within 2 business days of becoming 
aware of any incident. The approval holder must 
specify in each notification: 

Not Applicable This Condition has not been triggered. 

35 a 
any condition or commitment made in a plan which 
has not been, or may have not been, complied with Not Applicable There have been no incidents involving Protected Matters 

35 b 
a short description of the incident, and 

Not Applicable There have been no incidents involving Protected Matters 

35 c 
the location (if applicable, including co-ordinates), date 
and time of the incident. Not Applicable There have been no incidents involving Protected Matters 
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36 
The approval holder must provide to the department in 
writing, within 12 business days of becoming aware of 
an incident, the details of that incident. The approval 
holder must specify: 

  

36 a 
all corrective measures and investigations which the 
approval holder has already taken in respect of the 
incident, 

Not Applicable There have been no incidents involving Protected Matters 

36 b 
the potential impacts of the incident, 

Not Applicable There have been no incidents involving Protected Matters 

36 c 
the method and timing of any corrective measures that 
the approval holder proposes to undertake to address 
the incident, and 

Not Applicable There have been no incidents involving Protected Matters 

36 d 
any variation of these conditions or revision of a plan 
that will be required to prevent recurrence of the 
incident and/or to address its consequences. 

Not Applicable There have been no incidents involving Protected Matters 

37 The approval holder must ensure that an independent 
audit of compliance with the conditions is conducted 
for every audit period. 

Not Applicable This Condition has not been triggered. 

38 
The approval holder must submit details of the 
proposed independent auditor and their 
qualifications to the department within 10 business 
days following the end of each audit period. 

Not Applicable This Condition has not been triggered. 

39 The approval holder must ensure the scope of each 
independent audit is sufficient to determine the 
compliance status for each condition of approval, and 
each commitment made in each plan. 

Not Applicable This Condition has not been triggered. 

40 
The approval holder must ensure the criteria for each 
independent audit and the undertaking of each 
independent audit are consistent with the 
Independent Audit and Audit Report Guidelines 

Not Applicable This Condition has not been triggered. 
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41 
The approval holder must submit an audit report to 
the department for written agreement from the 
department within 3 months following the end of each 
audit period, or as otherwise directed by the Minister 
in writing. 

Not Applicable This Condition has not been triggered. 

42 
The approval holder must ensure each audit report is 
completed to the satisfaction of the Minister and is 
consistent with the Independent Audit and Audit 
Report Guidelines to the extent that the Guidelines 
are consistent with these conditions. 
 

Not Applicable This Condition has not been triggered. 

43 
The approval holder must publish each audit report 
on the website, in a format that is easily accessible 
and downloadable, within 10 business days of the 
date the department agrees to that audit report in 
writing. 

Not Applicable This Condition has not been triggered. 

44 
The approval holder must notify the department within 
5 business days of the date the audit report is 
published on the website. In this notification, the 
approval holder must provide the department with the 
web address for where the audit report is published 
on the website. 

Not Applicable This Condition has not been triggered. 

45 
The approval holder must keep each audit report 
published on the website from the first date which that 
audit report must be published and until the expiry 
date of this approval. 

Not Applicable This Condition has not been triggered. 

46 
Within 20 business days after the completion of the 
Action, and, in any event, at least 20 business days 
before this approval expires, the approval holder must 
notify the department 
electronically of the date of completion of the Action 
and provide completion data. The approval holder 
must submit any spatial data that comprises 
completion data as a shapefile. 

Not Applicable This Condition has not been triggered. 
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47 
The approval holder must notify the department 
electronically 60 business days prior to the expiry 
date of this approval, that the approval is due to 
expire. 

Not Applicable This Condition has not been triggered. 



INLAND RAIL – ILLABO TO STOCKINBINGAL, NSW (EPBC 2018/8233), 27 OCTOBER 2025  

INLAND RAIL PTY LTD ABN 73 094 819 520 | 0-0000-220-EEC-00-RP-0001 24 of 24 
INLAND RAIL IS A SUBSIDIARY OF AUSTRALIAN RAIL TRACK CORPORATION 
UNCONTROLLED WHEN PRINTED | CONFIDENTIAL 

 

3 Compliance assessment 

3.1 Declaration of Accuracy 

In making this declaration, I am aware that sections 490 and 491 of the Environment Protection and 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) (EPBC Act) make it an offence in certain circumstances to 
knowingly provide false or misleading information or documents. The offence is punishable on conviction by 
imprisonment or a fine, or both. I declare that all the information and documentation supporting this 
compliance report is true and correct in every particular.  I am authorised to bind the approval holder to this 
declaration and that I have no knowledge of that authorisation being revoked at the time of making this 
declaration.  

 

 

Signed:  

 

 

Full name: Conrad Strachan 

Position: Project Director – Illabo to Stockinbingal  

Organisation: Inland Rail 

Date:  

 

 

Conrad Strachan (Nov 25, 2025 20:23:47 GMT+11)
Conrad Strachan

https://artcinlandrail.au1.echosign.com/verifier?tx=CBJCHBCAABAAlV5l2as0zC34rP7lljUf-3O42YCzAI6_
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